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DEPARTMENT OF VISITING NURSING 
AND SOCIAL WELFARE 

IN CHARGE OF 

EDNA L. FOLEY, R.N. 

VACATION SKETCHES 
(Continued from page 588) 

Spent the afternoon with Miss Byles, matron of Lambeth Infirm- 
ary, one of the oldest public hospitals in London. The free hospitals, 
like the London and St. Thomas, are supported by private subscription ; 
the public ones by taxation. The latter are administered by the Public 
Guardians of the parish and entrance to them is through the Guard- 
ian's or Poor Law Office. All kinds of cases are taken, chronic and acute, 
medical and surgical, mental, tuberculous and children, though the 
last three services are passed on, after observation, to other institutions. 
The wards are old fashioned, big in length and breadth and height, 
with good cross ventilation and plenty of air and sunlight. The cheer- 
ful red blankets, the open fire-places and the bedside tables that were 
planned for the patients' comfort and peace of mind all help to dispel 
that barren appearance which so many long wards have. 

The Nurses' Home is a separate building but a covered corridor 
makes it easily accessible. Like other good homes, it has a large com- 
fortable sitting room, a good class-room and individual bed-rooms 
but, in addition, it contains a tiny chapel, furnished and kept up by 
the nurses, past and present. Only nurses to whom this privilege has 
been granted in other hospitals, know the unspeakable comfort a room, 
thus used, can give to busy workers. The absence of flowers from 
the altar and a card announcing that all alms would be given the national 
relief-fund was another reminder of the war. Lambeth has already 
lost some of its nurses to the territorial forces and others are prepared 
to go on short notice. 

To hear Campbell Morgan at 7 o'clock, but as the crowd extended 
far into the streets, went to Simpson's on the Strand for dinner, instead. 
This is a famous old place where the roasts, on large platters kept 
warm by alcohol flames, are wheeled from table to table, so that one 
may choose his cut. The excellence of the beef and the numbers of 
well-fed people enjoying it make one wonder what the apoplexy rate 
is. A great deal of meat is eaten in England and vegetables and fruits 
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are somewhat neglected, from our view point. Food is certainly cheaper 
but one must know where to go for it and be willing to accept the 
inevitable rheumatism that follows its indulgence. 

Three weeks in London pass like a day; its charm has never been 
over-described by any writer. When tired of palaces and cathedrals, 
a fascinating shopping district, beautiful parks, museums, institutions 
of every description, second-hand book shops, picture stores, residence 
sections of every grade and variety tempt the traveler, while a physi- 
cally-weary but unsated soul may find perpetual refreshment on the 
top of one of the huge lumbering buses that threads the narrow, crowded 
streets as easily and as silently as it travels along the deserted well- 
kept residence sections. 

The whole world goes to London and it did not surprise us to find 
two Chicago visiting nurses at a hotel in Holborn, Miss Stimson in 
the West End and many other friends nearby. "See Naples and die," 
used to be the warning of ancient times in Italy. "See London and 
save your money until you may go again," is the advice of one nurse 
to many others. 

ITEMS 

Ohio. Elizabeth G. Fox (Johns Hopkins Hospital), has resigned 
her position as superintendent of the Visiting Nurse Association of 
Dayton, and has accepted the position of superintendent of the Visit- 
ing Nurse Association of Washington, D. C. During Miss Fox's 
stay in Dayton the Public Health Nursing of the whole city has been 
brought together under the supervision of the Visiting Nurse Associa- 
tion and the work has been so divided among the various nurses that 
every nurse on the staff is caring for all sorts of cases, in spite of the fact 
that some of the salaries are paid by the Visiting Nurse Association, 
others by the Health Department, and others by the Anti-Tuberculosis 
League. Miss Fox is to be succeeded by Elizabeth Holt (Butter- 
worth Hospital, Grand Rapids, Michigan), formerly a member of the 
staff of the Visiting Nurse Association of Chicago. 

Katherine McNamara (St Joseph's Hospital, Chicago), formerly 
a Chicago visiting tuberculosis nurse, is now a traveling tuberculosis 
nurse for the Ohio State Board of Health. Miss McNamara's head- 
quarters are in Columbus, but most of her time is spent in the small 
towns which are being visited by the State Tuberculosis Exhibit. 
The public interest in this exhibit and its daily conferences is proving 
most gratifying. Ohio's work is certainly far ahead of the work done 
by most state boards in this field. 
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Illinois. Edith Piatt (Sherman Hospital, Elgin), has recently 
resigned from the staff of the Visiting Nurse Association of Chicago 
to become the county tuberculosis nurse for Hancock, Michigan. 
During the first month in her new work, Miss Piatt ran into a small- 
pox epidemic. 

Hildur Ekman (Ravenswood Hospital), formerly visiting nurse 
in Quincy, Illinois, has been recently appointed the first superintendent 
of the fine new Convalescent Home opened by the Kingsley House 
Settlement of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Effie L. Parker (Bethesda 
Hospital, St. Louis) until recently a Red Cross visiting nurse in Pur- 
chase, New York, has returned to Illinois and accepted the position 
as visiting nurse in Peoria. Jennie Robertson (St. Luke's Hospital, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa), has resigned from the staff of the Visiting Nurse 
Association of Chicago to become visiting nurse at Sioux City, Iowa. 
Nellie Baltz (Children's Memorial Hospital), for the past two years 
a Chicago visiting nurse, has accepted the position of dispensary nurse 
in the Social Service Department of the Children's Memorial Hospital. 
St. Luke's Hospital, Chicago, has recently opened a Social Service 
Department. 

Of especial interest to nurses is the appointment of Barbara Allen, 
a former superintendent of nurses in Washington, D. C, as superintend- 
ent of nurses. Nurses are sometimes critical of civil service methods. 
They will be interested, however, to know that Miss Allen came to 
Chicago as a perfect stranger, took a written and oral civil service 
examination for her present position, returned to Washington that 
night and was later graded first, of the applicants who took the 
examination. 

Nurses passing through Chicago desiring to see any of the dis- 
pensaries or the Sanatorium, will be made welcome by the officials 
and staff of the Municipal Tuberculosis Sanatorium Commission. 

Kentucky. Nancy L. Dorsey has given up her work as super- 
intendent of the visiting nurses in St. Joseph, Missouri, and has gone 
to Louisville as the superintendent of the Visiting Nurse Association 
there. Miss Dorsey spent February in Louisville helping to reorgan- 
ize the work, and made such a favorable impression upon every one with 
whom she came in contact, that Louisville could not spare her to re- 
turn to her former position. It is gratifying for us all to hear occasion- 
ally of the public esteem in which one of our nurses is held, and those 
of us who know Miss Dorsey are delighted to hear from every quarter 
in Louisville, women's clubs and men's clubs, public officials and pri- 
vate organizations that they could not consider anyone in that posi- 
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tion after they had once worked with Miss Dorsey. Nurses do not 
often get such splendid public tributes paid them. 

Massachusetts. At the annual meeting of the New Bedford 
Instructive District Nursing Association, a letter was read from Ella 
Phillips Crandall, executive secretary of the National Organization 
for Public Health Nursing, stating that the Association had a staff 
eligibility of 100 per cent, a standard which only two or three other 
nursing organizations in the country have maintained. The report 
of the superintendent, Mrs. Jessie M. Smith, stated that the national 
record system has been introduced, special work carried on during the 
summer among the babies, discharged cases from various hospitals 
followed up, and two nurses kept on duty during a typhoid epidemic 
of the previous summer. A very busy year was naturally the result 
of this work and the Association had become better known than ever 
before in the homes of the rich and the poor alike. 

Rhode Island. All public health nurses will be glad to know that 
the superintendent of the Providence District Nursing Association, 
Mary S. Gardner, is so recovered from her recent illness as to be enabled 
to write the superintendent's report for the Fourteenth Annual Meeting 
of that organization. Miss Gardner is still confined to her room 
but it cheers us all to know that she was strong enough and was per- 
mitted to do this piece of work. The report is, as always, full of new 
and good ideas for visiting nurses everywhere. Those interested in 
making their own reports better than ever before, should write and 
obtain a copy of this one. The Association has just completed a fund 
of $20,000 for the support of its first endowed nurse. This is to be 
known as the Gardner Endowment Fund in honor of Miss Gardner's 
father, the late Honorable William Sewell Gardner. "It is established 
to commemorate the loyalty to this Association of Miss Gardner and 
all the nurses associated with her upon the staff" (from the report of 
the Board of Managers). 

"The work of the 35 nurses is divided in four services: the general 
service, which cares for all cases of sickness needing bedside care; 
two advisory services, one for tuberculosis and one for children ; and a 
dietitian service." A point of decided interest is the fact that the 
children's nurses collected $57 from 97 patients. "When the mothers 
can be made to feel that mere advice is sufficiently valuable to be paid 
for, a triumph has been gained, for then indeed will it be followed. 



